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Overview of how Ancestry.com 
and FamilySearch are working together



Ancestry.com and FamilySearch

• Free Ancestry.com subscription to LDS Members through FamilySearch.

• Users on Ancestry.com could share tree information between FamilySearch 
and their personal tree on Ancestry.com

• Ancestry.com has published approximately 1 billion global historical records 
from FamilySearch since January

• Ancestry.com is working now to digitize, index and publish a billion additional 
records from the FamilySearch vault.

• Ancestry.com expects to invest more than $60 million over the next five years in 
the project alongside thousands of hours of volunteer efforts facilitated by 
FamilySearch.

"A significant part of our vision for family history is helping provide a rich, engaging 

experience on a global scale. We are excited about the opportunities it will bring to help 

benefit the family history community and look forward to collaborating with FamilySearch 

to identify other opportunities to help people discover and share their family history.“ 

-Tim Sullivan, CEO of Ancestry.com



How Ancestry.com can help with your family history

• Billions of records from around the globe that can be utilized to 
research and identify your ancestors.

• Powerful tools like the Ancestry Hints “Shaky Leaf” that provides 
hints to users to quickly build their own tree with sources that 
include records, photos, and stories.

• A rich community of millions of users to collaborate with. 

• New tools to integrate and connect with FamilySearch for LDS 
ordinance work.

• FREE for LDS members via FamilySearch
• https://familysearch.org/blog/en/create-free-account-familysearch-partners/



How you can get the most out 
of your subscription on Ancestry.com



How to get the most out of your subscription…

With the collaboration of FamilySearch and Ancestry.com you can 
quickly expand your Family History efforts. 

• Starting or converting your subscription

• Growing your personal tree on Ancestry.com

• Collaborating with FamilySearch.org for LDS ordinance work



Starting or converting your subscription 

To create or convert an LDS-Ancestry Membership subscription on 
Ancestry.com you must do the following:

• Must be a member of the LDS church.

• Follow the invitation link from FamilySearch –

• FamilySearch is managing the rollout of these accounts to LDS Church 
Members.

• Sign-in to FamilySearch and follow the flow

• Users new to Ancestry.com will create a new Ancestry.com login

• Existing users may convert or upgrade their subscription

− You do not have to convert your account – but specific functionality is only 
available to LDS-Ancestry Member subscription holders.
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New User to Ancestry
• Start at FamilySearch partner link

• Confirm permissions to share data

• Confirm language preference

• Sign-up as a new user on 
Ancestry.com

• Confirm information

• Import your 4 generations

• Begin researching

Existing User on Ancestry
• Start at FamilySearch partner link

• Confirm permissions to share data

• Confirm language preference

• Sign-in to Ancestry.com

• Confirm information

• Continue researching

Account creation flow summary



How to get the most out of your subscription…

With the collaboration of FamilySearch and Ancestry.com you can 
quickly expand your Family History efforts. 

• Starting or converting your subscription

• Growing your personal tree on Ancestry.com

• Collaborating with FamilySearch.org for LDS ordinance work



Growing your tree on Ancestry.com

Ancestry.com has the tools, content, and community that 
can help you expand your personal tree.



Research on the go with your Apple or Android device



Go beyond just records with AncestryDNA

• Not included with the LDS subscription - but it is 
available as an option to expand your research

Ancestry Username for the match

Ancestry Username for the match



Growing your tree on Ancestry.com

Building a rich, sourced tree has never been easier…

• Hints from billions of records, photos, and stories

• 14 Billion historical records

• 60 million family trees

• 200 million photographs, scanned documents and written stories 

• Active community of people like you researching their family history

• 2.1 million worldwide subscribers

• The ability to leverage powerful apps for your mobile devices

• Innovative ways to expand your research with AncestryDNA

Ancestry.com Learning Center http://www.ancestry.com/cs/HelpAndAdviceUS



How to get the most out of your subscription…

With the collaboration of FamilySearch and Ancestry.com you can 
quickly expand your Family History efforts. 

• Starting or converting your subscription

• Growing your personal tree on Ancestry.com

• Collaborating with FamilySearch.org for LDS ordinance work



Collaborating with FamilySearch for your Ancestors

When you have an LDS-Ancestry subscription, new functionality is 
available to work on ancestors with FamilySearch

• Each ancestor that you want to collaborate on with FamilySeach
needs to be ‘connected’.

• A connection identifies the FamilySearch ID to Ancestry.com so the 
interactions can be automated.

• Interactions include LDS Ordinance Status, sharing ancestor information 
between Ancestry.com and FamilySearch, and viewing the ancestor on 
FamilySearch.

• When a tree is imported from FamilySearch all imported ancestors 
are automatically ‘connected’.

• Tree import is automatic for new users on signup, for users that change their 
subscription you can still import from FamilySearch but it is a new tree.

• All other ancestors must be ‘connected’ individually



What can you do with a connected ancestor?

• Once you have connected an ancestor to FamilySearch 
the following is available from the person page.
• Ordinance Status

− View the LDS ordinance status from FamilySearch.

• View Ordinance Details
− This opens the ancestor on FamilySearch.org to view all the details of the LDS ordinance 

status.

• Compare person on FamilySearch
− In this view the user can compare and transfer vital information between their tree on 

Ancestry.com and the FamilySearch tree.

• View person on FamilySearch
− Opens the person on FamilySearch.org.

• Add relatives from FamilySearch
− Allows the user to pull ancestors and their information from FamilySearch Tree into their 

Ancestry.com tree.

• Disconnect person from FamilySearch
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How to get the most out of your subscription…

With the collaboration of FamilySearch and Ancestry.com you can 
quickly expand your Family History efforts. 

• Starting or converting your subscription

• Growing your personal tree on Ancestry.com

• Collaborating with FamilySearch.org for LDS ordinance work



Sneak Preview – upcoming features



Upcoming Features

The following features are expected to complete over the next few 
months.

• Compare and transfer of sources and relationships

• In addition to vitals you will be able to view the sources and relationships and 
transfer updated details between Ancestry.com and the FamilySearch tree

• Star Rating

• To help users judge the quality of a potential match from the FamilySearch 
tree you will see a “star” rating provided by FamilySearch.

• Tree Sharing

• Work on the same Ancestry.com tree with other LDS-Ancestry Members.

• Import additional groups of ancestors

• You can import an 4 additional generations for any of your end-of-line 
ancestors.



Import additional groups of ancestors



Q & A



Common Questions

• Do I get a refund for the rest of my Ancestry membership if I convert my subscription?

• What collections do I get access with an LDS-Ancestry membership subscription?

• Will family trees I create on Ancestry.com be connected automatically with 
family trees on  FamilySearch?

• Will I be able to transfer my photos between the Ancestry.com and Family Tree?



General Questions

?


